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a law and present the result at the annual 
meeting of the League next summer. 

In view of the general movement toward 
home rule in city government, it was sug- 
gested by Miss Tyler, of Iowa, that 
commissions look after the public library 
provisions in' city charters, and it was 
further suggested that the League might 
profitably print a statement containing 
desirable provisions for library control, 
which commissions could send out to char- 
ter committees in their states. 

Miss Brown, of Iowa, presented a report 
of the League committee on study outlines, 
recommending an outline based on a single 
text with a small group of books for col- 
lateral reading, covering from 16 to 26 
meetings, and taking up the work on the 
question of topical method. 

The question of plans of library buildings 
was discussed, and it was voted that the 
president of the League recommend to the 
Council of the A. L. A. that an effort be 
made to secure co-operation between the 
A. L. A. and the Carnegie corporation in 
the interest of progress in library archi- 
tecture. 

The meeting then adjourned. 

Charlotte Templeton, 
Secretary. 

COMMITTEE ON LIBRARY ADMINIS- 
TRATION 

Dr. Arthur E. Bostwick has been 
appointed chairman of the committee on 
library administration in place of Mr. Har- 
rison W. Craver, who was obliged to resign 
owing to the pressure of other duties. The 
other members of the committee are Mr. 
H. M. Lydenberg, of the New York public 
library, and Miss Ethel McCullough, of the 
Wisconsin library school. 

AN EXPERIMENT IN CO-OPERATIVE 
PRINTING 

Another illustration of co-operation in the 
printing of book lists has been furnished in 
the recent experiment of the Louisville free 
public library. It compiled a list entitled 
"Children's Books for Christmas Gifts" con- 
taining about 250 titles broadly classified 
under nine heads, giving author, title, pub- 
lisher and price of each book. The aim of 



the list was not only to furnish suggestions 
for suitable Christmas gifts but also to pro- 
vide a brief list of 6ooks which could be 
recommended for children at any time. 

After the printer had filled the order of 
this library the type was held and a special 
rate of $7.00 a thousand plus postage was 
made to any library wishing copies of the 
list, with its own imprint. Notice to that 
effect together with a sample copy was sent 
to the libraries on our mailing list, with 
the result that 30 other libraries and six 
state library commissions ordered 28,500 
copies. 

This is four times as many as were or- 
dered two years ago, when the same plan 
was followed with a similar list. 

The saving which can be effected in this 
way should commend the plan to all libra- 
ries. To compile the list, look after the 
printing, notify other libraries and fill the 
orders means of course no small amount of 
work for the library having it in charge. 
But if other libraries would do likewise 
with lists of their own compilation, the net 
result would be a distinct gain to all con- 
cerned. 

In this library the books on the list were 
on exhibition from November 15th to De- 
cember 25th in the Teachers' Room, which 
is on the second floor adjoining the Chil- 
dren's Room. There is no doubt that the 
exhibit would be more useful if placed on 
the first floor, where it would naturally 
come to the notice of all who enter the 
building. Nevertheless the evidences of its 
use for the immediate purpose intended 
were more numerous this season than last 
and the demand for a short, handy and re- 
liable list of this kind for general purposes 
is continuous. William F. Yust. 

Louisville, Ky. 

LIBRARY OP CONGRESS PUBLICA- 
TIONS 

The Library of Congress has for free 
distribution a List of its publications is- 
sued from 1897 to January, 1911, and also 
a supplementary List, January, 1912. These 
Lists give the prices at which publications 
are sold by the Superintendent of Docu- 
ments and will be sent upon request. 



